Health Care Information and Electronic Ordering
Through the AHRQ Web Site

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality’s Web site—http://www.ahrq.gov/—makes practical, science-based health care information available in one convenient place.

Buttons correspond to major categories of Web site information, including funding opportunities, research findings, quality assessments, clinical information, consumer health, and data and surveys.

The Web site features an electronic catalog to the more than 450 information products generated by AHRQ, with information on how to obtain these resources. Many information products have an electronic ordering form and are mailed free of charge from the AHRQ Clearinghouse within 5 working days.

Abstract

This report from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality presents descriptive data on health care spending in the United States.  Estimates are based on data from the 2000 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) and cover the civilian noninstitutionalized U.S. population.  Estimates of total health care expenses and expenses for hospital inpatient services, ambulatory services (including office-based, hospital outpatient, and emergency room visits), prescription medicines, dental services, home health services, and other medical equipment and supplies are provided.  The proportion of people with expenses; mean and median expenses; and the proportion of expenses paid by various sources, including out of pocket, Medicare, Medicaid, and private insurance, are shown for each type of service. In addition, distributions of expenses and sources of payment across the population are examined by selected demographic, geographic, and socioeconomic characteristics and by health insurance and health status.

The estimates in this report are based on the most recent data available at the time the report was written. However, selected elements of MEPS data may be revised on the basis of additional analyses, which could result in slightly different estimates from those shown here. Please check the MEPS Web site for the most current file releases.
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