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A. Data Use Agreement

Individual identifiers have been removed from the micro-data contained in these files.
Nevertheless, under sections 308 (d) and 903 (c) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 242m and 42 U.S.C. 299 a-1), data collected by the Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ) and/or the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS)
may not be used for any purpose other than for the purpose for which they were supplied;
any effort to determine the identity of any reported cases is prohibited by law.

Therefore, in accordance with the above-referenced Federal Statute, it is understood that

1. No one is to use the data in this data set in any way except for
statistical reporting and analysis; and

2. If the identity of any person or establishment should be discovered
inadvertently, then (a) no use will be made of this knowledge, (b) the
Director Office of Management AHRQ will be advised of this incident,
(c) the information that would identify any individual or establishment
will be safeguarded or destroyed, as requested by AHRQ, and (d) no
one else will be informed of the discovered identity; and

3. No one will attempt to link this data set with individually identifiable
records from any data sets other than the Medical Expenditure Panel
Survey or the National Health Interview Survey.

By using these data, you signify your agreement to comply with the above-stated
statutorily based requirements, with the knowledge that deliberately making a false
statement in any matter within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the Federal
Government violates Title 18 part 1 Chapter 47 Section 1001 and is punishable by a fine
of up to $10,000 or up to five years in prison.

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality requests that users cite AHRQ and the

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey as the data source in any publications or research
based upon these data.
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B. Background

The Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) provides nationally representative
estimates of health care use, expenditures, sources of payment, and health insurance
coverage for the U.S. civilian noninstitutionalized population. MEPS is co-sponsored by
the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) and the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS), and has been conducted annually since 1996. The predecessor
surveys to MEPS were the 1977 National Medical Care Expenditure Survey (NMCES,
also known as NMES-1) and the 1987 National Medical Expenditure Survey (NMES-2).

MEPS is a family of three surveys. The Household Component (HC) is the core survey
and also forms the basis for the Medical Provider Component (MPC). Together these two
surveys yield comprehensive data that provide national estimates of the level and
distribution of health care use and expenditures, support health services research, and can
be used to assess health care policy implications. The third survey, the Insurance
Component (IC), is a survey of private and public sector employers that provides
national- and state-level estimates of employer-sponsored health insurance coverage and
cost.

1.0  Household Component

The MEPS-HC, a nationally representative survey of the U.S. civilian
noninstitutionalized population, collects medical expenditure data at both the person and
household levels. Using computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI) technology, the
HC collects detailed data on demographic characteristics, health conditions, health status,
use of medical care services, charges and payments, access to care, satisfaction with care,
health insurance coverage, income, and employment.

The HC is based on an overlapping panel design in which data covering a two year
period are collected through a preliminary contact followed by a series of five rounds of
interviews over a two and a half year period. Data on medical expenditures and use for
two calendar years are collected from each household. This series of data collection
rounds is launched each year on a new sample panel of households, and annual data are
developed by combining data from the first year of the new panel with that from the
second year of the previous panel.

Each year’s sample for the MEPS-HC is drawn from respondents to the previous year’s
National Health Interview Survey (NHIS). The NHIS provides a nationally
representative sample of the U.S. civilian noninstitutionalized population, with an over-
sampling of Hispanics and blacks that carries over to the MEPS sample. In addition, the
MEPS sample design over-samples Asians and persons in low income families.
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2.0  Medical Provider Component

The MEPS-MPC collects data from providers that are primarily used to supplement
and/or replace information on medical care expenditures reported in the MEPS-HC. The
survey contacts medical providers and pharmacies identified by household respondents
and for which signed Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996
(HIPAA) compliant permission forms have been obtained from family members who
received services from the medical providers and pharmacies.

The MPC sample includes all hospitals, emergency rooms, home health agencies,
outpatient departments, and pharmacies reported by HC respondents as well as all
physicians who provide services for patients in hospitals but bill separately from the
hospital. Office-based medical providers where the provider is either a doctor of
medicine (MD) or Osteopathy (DO) or practices under the direct supervision of an MD or
DO are included in the MPC as well.

Data are collected on medical and financial characteristics of medical and pharmacy
events reported by HC respondents. These data include dates of visit, diagnosis and
procedure codes, charges, and payments. These data allow records to be matched with
household events to facilitate expenditure imputation. The MPC was not designed as a
stand-alone survey to generate national estimates. The MPC data are collected from
sampled providers through an initial screening telephone contact to verify provider
eligibility, a mailed or faxed questionnaire, and a phone call to collect the data. Many
providers prefer to send electronic, fax, or hard copies of records from which the
necessary information can be abstracted. To supplement abstraction, telephone calls are
placed to providers to clarify items, obtain critical information that may be missing, and
follow-up on nonresponse.

3.0 Insurance Component

The MEPS-IC collects data on health insurance plans obtained through private and

public-sector employers. Data obtained in the IC include the number and types of private

insurance plans offered, benefits associated with these plans, premiums, contributions by

employers and employees, eligibility requirements, and employer characteristics.

Establishments participating in the MEPS-IC are selected through two sampling frames:
e A U.S. Census Bureau list frame of private sector business establishments.
e The Census of Governments from the U.S. Census Bureau.

Data from these two Census Bureau sampling frames are used to produce annual national

and state estimates of the supply and cost of private health insurance available to
American workers and to evaluate policy issues pertaining to health insurance. National
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estimates of employer contributions to group insurance from the MEPS-IC are used in the
computation of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by the Bureau of Economic Analysis.

The MEPS-IC is an annual survey. Data are collected from the selected organizations
through a prescreening telephone interview, a mailed questionnaire, and a telephone
follow-up for nonrespondents.

4.0 Survey Management

MEPS-HC data are collected under the authority of the Public Health Act. Data are
collected under contract with Westat, Inc. Data sets and summary statistics are edited
and published in accordance with the confidentiality provisions of this Act and the
Privacy Act. NCHS provides consultation and technical assistance.

MEPS-IC data are collected under the authority of the Public Health Service Act and
under the authority provided in Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The data are
collected under an interagency agreement with the U.S. Census Bureau. Data sets and
summary statistics are edited and published in accordance with the confidentiality
provisions of this Act, Title 13 U.S.C., and the Privacy Act.

As soon as data collection and editing are completed, the MEPS survey data are released
to the public in staged releases of summary reports, micro-data files, and tables via the
MEPS Web site: www.meps.ahrg.gov . (MEPS-IC micro-data files are confidential and
are only accessible for approved research projects at the Census Bureau’s Research Data
Centers.) Selected data can be analyzed through MEPSnet, an online interactive tool
designed to give data users the capability to statistically analyze MEPS data in a menu-
driven environment.

Additional information on MEPS is available from the MEPS project manager or the
MEPS public use data manager at the Center for Financing Access and Cost Trends,
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 540 Gaither Road, Rockville, MD 20850
(301)-427-1406.
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C. Technical and Programming Information
1.0  General Information

This documentation describes the 2004 full-year consolidated data file from the Medical
Expenditure Panel Survey Household Component (MEPS-HC). Released as an ASCII
file (with related SAS and SPSS programming statements and data user information) and
a SAS transport dataset, this public use file provides information collected on a nationally
representative sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United States
for calendar year 2004. The file contains 1,637 variables and has a logical record length
of 4474 with an additional 2-byte carriage return/line feed at the end of each record.

This file consists of MEPS survey data obtained in Rounds 3, 4, and 5 of Panel 8 and
Rounds 1, 2, and 3 of Panel 9, the rounds for the MEPS panels covering calendar year
2004, and contains variables pertaining to survey administration, demographics,
employment, health status, disability days, quality of care, patient satisfaction, health
insurance and person-level medical care use and expenditures.

The following documentation offers a brief overview of the types and levels of data
provided, content and structure of the files, and programming information. It contains the
following sections:

e Data File Information
e Survey Sample Information
e Variable-Source Crosswalk (Section D)

A codebook of all the variables included in the 2004 full-year consolidated data file is
provided in a separate file (H§9CB.PDF).

A database of all MEPS products released to date and a variable locator indicating the
major MEPS data items on public use files that have been released to date can be found at
the following link on the MEPS Web site: www.meps.ahrq.gov/Data_Public.htm.

2.0 Data File Information

This public use dataset contains variables and frequency distributions associated with
34,403 persons who participated in the MEPS Household Component of the Medical
Expenditure Panel Survey in 2004. These persons received a person-level weight, a
family-level weight, or both (some participating persons belonged to families
characterized as family-level nonrespondents while some members of participating
families were not eligible for a person-level weight). These persons were part of one of
the two MEPS panels for whom data were collected in 2004: Rounds 3, 4, and 5 of Panel
8 or Rounds 1, 2, and 3 of Panel 9. Of these persons, 32,737 were assigned a positive
person-level weight. There were 13,018 families receiving a positive family-level weight.
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The codebook provides both weighted and unweighted frequencies for each variable on
the dataset. In conjunction with the person-level weight variable (PERWTO04F) provided
on this file, data for persons with a positive person-level weight can be used to make
estimates for the civilian noninstitutionalized U. S. population for 2004.

2.1  Using MEPS Data for Trend and Longitudinal Analysis

MEPS began in 1996 and several annual data files have been released. As more years of
data are produced, MEPS will become increasingly valuable for examining health care
trends. However, it is important to consider a variety of factors when examining trends
over time using MEPS. Statistical significance tests should be conducted to assess the
likelihood that observed trends are attributable to sampling variation. The length of time
being analyzed should also be considered. In particular, large shifts in survey estimates
over short periods of time (e.g. from one year to the next) that are statistically significant
should be interpreted with caution, unless they are attributable to known factors such as
changes in public policy, economic conditions, or MEPS survey methodology. Looking
at changes over longer periods of time can provide a more complete picture of underlying
trends. Analysts may wish to consider using techniques to smooth or stabilize trends
analyses of MEPS data such as pooling time periods for comparison (e.g. 1996-97 versus
1998-99), working with moving averages, or using modeling techniques with several
consecutive years of MEPS data to test the fit of specified patterns over time. Finally,
researchers should be aware of the impact of multiple comparisons on Type I error
because performing numerous statistical significance tests of trends increases the
likelihood of inappropriately concluding a change is statistically significant.

The records on this file can be linked to all other 2004 MEPS-HC public use data sets by
the sample person identifier (DUPERSID). Panel 8 cases (PANEL04=8) can be linked
back to the 2003 MEPS-HC public use data files. Panel specific files containing
estimation variables to facilitate longitudinal analysis are available for downloading in
the data section of the MEPS Web site.

Each MEPS panel can also be linked back to the previous years National Health
Interview Survey public use data files. For information on obtaining MEPS/NHIS link

files please see
http://www.meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/data_stats/more_info_download data files.jsp.

2.2 Codebook Structure
The codebook and data file sequence lists variables in the following order:

e Unique person identifiers and survey administration variables

e Geographic variables
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e Demographic variables

e Income and tax filing variables

e Employment variables

e Health insurance variables

¢ Disability days indicators

e Access to care variables

e Health status variables

e Utilization, expenditure, and source of payment variables

e Weight and variance estimation variables

2.3 Reserved Codes

The following reserved code values are used:

VALUE

-1 INAPPLICABLE

-2 DETERMINED IN
PREVIOUS ROUND

-7 REFUSED

-8 DK

-9 NOT ASCERTAINED

-10  HOURLY WAGE
>=$65.63

-13 INITIAL WAGE

2.4 Codebook Format

DEFINITION
Question was not asked due to skip pattern

Question was not asked in round because there
was no change in current main job since
previous round

Question was asked and respondent refused to
answer question

Question was asked and respondent did not
know answer

Interviewer did not record the data

Hourly wage was top-coded for confidentiality

Hourly wage was previously imputed so an
updated wage is not included in this file

This codebook describes an ASCII data set and provides the following programming
identifiers for each variable:

IDENTIFIER

DESCRIPTION
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IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION

Name Variable name (maximum of 8 characters)

Description Variable descriptor (maximum 40 characters)

Format Number of bytes

Type Type of data: numeric (indicated by NUM) or
character (indicated by CHAR)

Start Beginning column position of variable in record

End Ending column position of variable in record

2.5  Variable Naming

In general, variable names reflect the content of the variable, with an eight-character
limitation. Edited variables end in an X and are so noted in the variable label. The last
two characters in round-specific variables denote the rounds of data collection, Round 3,
4, or 5 of Panel 8 and Round 1, 2, or 3 of Panel 9. Unless otherwise noted, variables that
end in “04” represent status as of December 31, 2004.

Variables contained in this delivery were derived either from the questionnaire itself or
from the CAPI. The source of each variable is identified in the section of the
documentation entitled “Section D. Variable-Source Crosswalk”. Sources for each
variable are indicated in one of four ways: (1) variables derived from CAPI or assigned
in sampling are so indicated; (2) variables derived from complex algorithms associated
with re-enumeration are labeled “RE Section”; (3) variables that are collected by one or
more specific questions in the instrument have those question numbers listed in the
Source column; and (4) variables constructed from multiple questions using complex
algorithms are labeled “Constructed.”

2.6 File Contents

Users of MEPS data should be aware that the survey collects data for all sample persons
who were in the survey target population at any time during the survey period. In other
words, a small proportion of individuals in MEPS analytic files are not members of the
survey target population (i.e., civilian noninstitutionalized) for the entire survey period.
These persons include those who had periods during which they lived in an institution
(e.g., nursing home or prison), were in the military, or lived out of the country, as well as
those who were born (or adopted) into MEPS sample households or died during the year.
They are considered respondents to the survey and are included in MEPS data files with
positive person weights, but no data were collected for the periods they were not in-scope
and their annual data for variables like health care utilization, expenditures, and
insurance coverage reflect only the part of the year they were in-scope for the survey.
Persons who are in-scope for only part of the year should not be confused with non-
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respondents. Sample persons who are classified as non-respondents to one or more
rounds of data collection (i.e., initial non-respondents and drop outs over time) are not
included in MEPS annual files, and survey weights for full-year respondents are inflated
through statistical adjustment procedures to compensate for both full and part-year
nonresponse (see section 3.0 for more information). For more details about the
identification and analytic considerations regarding sample persons who are in-scope
only part of the year, see
http://www.meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/about_meps/hc_sample.shtml.

2.6.1 Survey Administration Variables (DUID-RURSLT53)

The survey administration variables contain information related to conducting the
interview, household and family composition, and person-level and RU-level status
codes. Data for the survey administration variables were derived from the sampling
process, the CAPI programs, or were computed based on information provided by the
respondent in the re-enumeration section of the questionnaire. Most survey
administration variables on this file are asked during every round of the MEPS interview.
They describe data for Rounds 3/1, 4/2, 5/3 status and status as of December 31, 2004.
Variable names ending in “xy” represent variables relevant to Round “x” of Panel 8 or
Round “y” of Panel 9. For example, RULETRS3 is a variable relevant to Round 5 of
Panel 8 or Round 3 of Panel 9, depending on the panel in which the person was included.
The variable PANELO04 indicates the panel in which the person participated.

The December 31, 2004 variables were developed in two ways. Those used in the
construction of eligibility, inscope, and the end reference date were based on an exact
date. The remaining variables were constructed using data from specific rounds, if
available. If data were missing from the target round but were available in another round,
data from that other round were used in the variable construction. If no valid data were
available during any round of data collection, an appropriate reserved code was assigned.

Dwelling Units, Reporting Units, and Families

The definitions of Dwelling Units (DUs) in the MEPS Household Survey are generally
consistent with the definitions employed for the National Health Interview Survey
(NHIS). The Dwelling Unit ID (DUID) is a five-digit random ID number assigned after
the case was sampled for MEPS. A person number (PID) uniquely identifies each person
within the DU. The variable DUPERSID is the combination of the variables DUID and
PID.

PANELO4 is a constructed variable used to specify the panel number for the person.

PANELO04 will indicate either Panel 8 or Panel 9 for each person on the file. Panel 8 is
the panel that started in 2003, and Panel 9 is the panel that started in 2004.
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A Reporting Unit (RU) is a person or group of persons in the sampled DU who are
related by blood, marriage, adoption, foster care, or other family association. Each RU
was interviewed as a single entity for MEPS. Thus, the RU serves chiefly as a family-
based “survey” operations unit rather than an analytic unit. Members of each RU within
the DU are identified in the pertinent three rounds by the round-specific variables
RULETR31, RULETR42, and RULETRS53. End-of-year status (as of December 31, 2004
or the last round they were in the survey) is indicated by the RULETRO04 variable.
Regardless of the legal status of their association, two persons living together as a
“family” unit were treated as a single RU if they chose to be so identified. Examples of
different types of RUs are:

1. A married daughter and her husband living with her parents in the same DU
constitute a single RU;

2. A husband and wife and their unmarried daughter, age 18, who is living away
from home while at college constitute two RUs; and

3. Three unrelated persons living in the same DU would each constitute a distinct
RU (a total of three RUs).

Unmarried college students (less than 24 years of age) who usually live in the sampled
household but were living away from home and going to school at the time of the Round
3/1 MEPS interview were treated as a RU separate from that of their parents for the
purpose of data collection.

The round-specific variables RUSIZE3 1, RUSIZE42, RUSIZES3, and the end-of-year
status variable RUSIZE04 indicate the number of persons in each RU, treating students
as single RUs separate from their parents. Thus, students are not included in the RUSIZE
count of their parents’ RU. However, for many analytic objectives, the student RUs
would be combined with their parents’ RU, treating the combined entity as a single
family. Family identifier and size variables are described below and include students with
their parents’ RU.

The round-specific variables FAMID31, FAMID42, FAMIDS53, and the end-of-year
status variable FAMIDO04 identify a family (i.e., persons related to one another by blood,
marriage, adoption, foster care, or self-identified as a single unit) for each round and as of
December 31, 2004. The FAMID variables differ from the RULETR variables only in
that student RUs are combined with their parents’ RU.

Two other family identifiers, FAMIDYR and CPSFAMID, are provided on this file. The
annualized family ID letter, FAMIDYR, identifies eligible members of the eligible
annualized families within a DU. The CPSFAMID represents a redefinition of MEPS
families into families defined by the Current Population Survey (CPS). Some of the
distinctions between CPS-and MEPS-defined families are that MEPS families include

C-6 MEPS HC-089



and CPS families do not include: non-married partners, foster children, and in-laws.
These persons are considered as members of separate families for CPS-like families. The
reason CPS-like families are defined is so that a poverty status classification variable
consistent with established definitions of poverty can be assigned to the CPS-like
families and used for weight poststratification purposes. In order to identify a person’s
family affiliation, users must create a unique set of FAMID variables by concatenating
the DU identifier and the FAMID variable. Instructions for creating family estimates are
described in section 3.3.

Health Insurance Eligibility Units (HIEUs) are sub-family relationship units constructed
to include adults plus those family members who would typically be eligible for coverage
under the adults' private health insurance family plans. To construct the HIEUIDX
variable, which links persons into a common HIEU, we begin with the family
identification variable CPSFAMID. Working with this family ID, we define HIEUIDX
using family relationships as of the end of 2004. Persons missing end-of-year relationship
information are assigned to an HIEUIDX using relationship information from the last
round in which they provided such information. HIEUs comprise adults, their spouses,
and their unmarried natural/adoptive children age 18 and under. We also include children
under age 24 who are full-time students (living at home or away from home). Other
children who do not live with their natural/adoptive adult parents are placed in an
HIEUIDX as follows:

. Foster children always comprise a separate HIEUIDX.

. Other unmarried children are placed in stepparent HIEUIDX, grandparent
HIEUIDX, great-grandparent HIEUIDX, or aunt/uncle HIEUIDX.

. Children of unmarried minors are placed (along with their minor parents) in the
HIEUIDX of their adult grandparents (if possible). Married minors are placed
into separate HIEUs along with any spouses and children they might have.

. Some HIEUs are headed by unmarried minors, when there is no adult family
member present in the CPSFAMID.

HIEUs do not, in general, comprise adult (nonmarital) partnerships, because unmarried
adult partners are rarely eligible for dependent coverage under each other's insurance.
The exception to this rule is that we include adult partners in the same HIEU if there is at
least one (out-of-wedlock) child in the family that links to both adult partners. In cases of
missing or contradictory relationship codes, HIEUs are edited by hand, with the
presumption being that the adults and children form a nuclear family.

The round-specific variables FAMSZE31, FAMSZE42, FAMSZES3, and the end-of-year
status variable FAMSZEO(4 indicate the number of persons associated with a single
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family unit after students are linked to their associated parent RUs for analytical
purposes. Family-level analyses should use the FAMSZE variables.

Note that the variables RUSIZE31, RUSIZE42, RUSIZES3, RUSIZE04, FAMSZE31,
FAMSZE42, FAMSZES3, and FAMSZE04 exclude persons who are ineligible for data
collection (i.e., those where ELGRND31 NE 1, ELGRND42 NE 1, ELGRNDS53 NE 1 or
ELGRNDO04 NE 1); analysts should exclude ineligible persons in a given round from all
family-level analyses for that round.

The round-specific variables RURSLT31, RURSLT42, and RURSLTS3 indicate the RU
response status for each round. Users should note that the values for RURSLT31 differ
from those for RURSLT42 and RURSLTS53. The values for RURSLT31 include the
following:

Value Definition

-1 Inapplicable

60 Complete with RU member

61 Complete with proxy--all RU members deceased

62 Complete with proxy--all RU members institutionalized or deceased
63 Complete with proxy, other

72 RU institutionalized in prior round; still institutionalized—R3 only
80 Entire RU merged with other RU

81 Entire RU deceased before 1/1/04

82 Entire RU is in military before 1/1/04

83 RU institutionalized before 1/1/04

84 Entire RU left U.S. before 1/1/04

85 RU ineligible before 1/1/04, multi-reason

86 RU ineligible, Non-Key NHIS study

87 Re-enumeration complete, no eligible RU member, Ineligible RU
88 Unavailable during field period

89 Too ill, No proxy

90 Physical/Mental incompetent, No proxy

91 Final Refusal

92 Final Breakoff
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Value Definition

93 Unable to locate

94 Entire RU is military or left U.S. after 1/1/04

95 RU member institutionalized after 1/1/04, No proxy

96 RU member deceased after 1/1/04, No proxy

97 Re-enumeration complete, no RU member, Non-Response
98 RU moved too far away to interview

99 Final other Non-Response

The values for RURSLT42 and RURSLTS53 include the following:

Value Definition

-1 Inapplicable

60 Complete with RU member

61 Complete with proxy--all RU members deceased

62 Complete with proxy--all RU members institutionalized or deceased
63 Complete with proxy, other

70 Entire RU merged with other RU

71 Re-enumeration complete, no eligible RU member, Ineligible RU
72 RU institutionalized in prior round; still institutionalized

81 Entire RU deceased before 1/1/04

82 Entire RU is in military before 1/1/04

83 RU institutionalized before 1/1/04

84 Entire RU left U.S. before 1/1/04

85 RU ineligible before 1/1/04, multi-reason

86 RU ineligible, Non-Key NHIS study

87 Language Barrier

88 Unavailable during field period

89 Too ill, No proxy

90 Physical/Mental incompetent, No proxy

91 Final Refusal
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Value Definition

92 Final Breakoff

93 Unable to locate

94 Entire RU is military or left U.S. after 1/1/04

95 RU member institutionalized after 1/1/04, No proxy

96 RU member deceased after 1/1/04, No proxy

97 Re-enumeration complete, no RU member, Non-Response
98 RU moved too far away to interview

99 Final other Non-Response

Standard or primary RUs are the original RUs from NHIS. A new RU is one created
when members of the household leave the primary RU and are followed according to the
rules of the survey. A student RU is an unmarried college student (under 24 years of age)
who is considered a usual member of the household, but was living away from home
while going to school, and was treated as a Reporting Unit (RU) separate from his or her
parents’ RU for the purpose of data collection. RUCLAS04 was set based on the
RUCLAS values from Rounds 3/1, 4/2, and 5/3. If the person was present in the
responding RU in Round 5/3, then RUCLAS04 was set to RUCLASS3. If the person was
not present in a responding RU in Round 5/3 but was present in Round 4/2, then
RUCLASO04 was set to RUCLASA42. If the person was not present in either Rounds 4/2 or
5/3 but was present in Round 3/1, then RUCLAS04 was set to RUCLAS31. If the person
was not linked to a responding RU during any round, then RUCLAS04 was set to -9.

Geographic Variables

The round-specific variables REGION31, REGION42, REGIONS53, and the end-of-year
status variable REGIONO4 indicate the Census region for the RU. REGION04 indicates
the region for the 2004 portion of Round 5/3. For most analyses, REGION04 should be
used.

The values and states for each region include the following:

Value | Label States

1 Northeast | Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
and Vermont

2 Midwest | Indiana, Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota,
and Wisconsin

3 South Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia,
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Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland,
Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia

4 West Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, and Wyoming

The round-specific variables MSA31, MSA42, and MSAS3 and the end-of-year status
variable MSA04 indicate whether or not the RU is found in a metropolitan statistical
arca. MSA31, MSA42, and MSAS53 indicate the MSA status at the time of Rounds 3/1,
4/2, and 5/3 interviews. MSA04 indicates the MSA status for the 2004 portion of Round
5/3. For most analyses, analysts should use MSA04 rather than MSA31, MSA42, or
MSAS3.

Reference Period Dates

The reference period is the period of time for which data were collected in each round for
each person. The reference period dates were determined during the interview for each
person by the CAPI program. The round-specific beginning reference period dates are
included for each person. These variables include BEGRFM31, BEGRFD31,
BEGRFY31, BEGRFM42, BEGRFD42, BEGRFY42, BEGRFM53, BEGRFDS53, and
BEGRFY53. The reference period for Round 1 for most persons began on January 1,
2004 and ended on the date of the Round 1 interview. For RU members who joined later
in Round 1, the beginning Round 1 reference date was the date the person entered the
RU. For all subsequent rounds, the reference period for most persons began on the date of
the previous round’s interview and ended on the date of the current round’s interview.
Persons who joined after the previous round’s interview had their beginning reference
date for the round set to the day they joined the RU.

The round-specific ending reference period dates for Rounds 3/1, 4/2, and 5/3 as well as
the end-of-year reference period end date variables are also included for each person.
These variables include ENDRFM31, ENDRFD31, ENDRFY31, ENDRFM42,
ENDRFD42, ENDRFY42, ENDRFMS53, ENDRFDS53, ENDRFY53, ENDRFMO04,
ENDRFDO04, and ENDRFY04. For most persons in the sample, the date of the round’s
interview is the reference period end date. Note that the end date of the reference period
for a person is prior to the date of the interview if the person was deceased during the
round, left the RU, was institutionalized prior to that round’s interview, or left the RU to
join the military.

Reference Person Identifiers

The round-specific variables REFPRS31, REFPRS42, and REFPRS53 and the end-of-
year status variable REFPRS04 identify the reference person for Rounds 3/1, 4/2 and 5/3,
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and as of December 31, 2004 (or the last round they were in the survey). In general, the
reference person is defined as the household member 16 years of age or older who owns
or rents the home. If more than one person meets this description, the household
respondent identifies one from among them. If the respondent is unable to identify a
person fitting this definition, the questionnaire asks for the head of household and this
person is then considered the reference person for that RU. This information is collected
in the Re-enumeration section of the CAPI questionnaire.

Respondent Identifiers

The respondent is the person who answered the interview questions for the Reporting
Unit (RU). The round-specific variables RESP31, RESP42, and RESP53 and the end-of-
year status variable RESP04 identify the respondent for Rounds 3/1, 4/2, and 5/3 and as
of December 31, 2004 (or the last round they were in the survey). Only one respondent is
identified for each RU. In instances where the interview was completed in more than one
session, only the first respondent is indicated.

There are two types of respondents. The respondent can be either an RU member or a
non-RU member proxy. The round-specific variables PROXY31, PROXY42, and
PROXY53 and the end-of-year status variable PROXY 04 identify the type of respondent
for Rounds 3/1, 4/2, 5/3 and as of December 31, 2004 (or the last round they were in the
survey).

Language of Interview

The language of interview variable (INTVLANG) is a summary value of the round-
specific RU-level Closing section question, (CL62A), which asks the interviewer to
record the language in which the interview was completed. Given the first round that the
person was part of the study and the person’s associated RU for that round, INTVLANG
is assigned the interview language value reported for the person's RU for the round.

Person Status

A number of variables describe the various components reflecting each person’s status
for each round of data collection. These variables provide information about a person’s
inscope status, Keyness status, eligibility status, and disposition status. These variables
include: KEYNESS, INSCOP31, INSCOP42, INSCOP53, INSCOP04, INSC1231,
INSCOPE, ELGRND31, ELGRND42, ELGRND53, ELGRNDO04, PSTATS31,
PSTATS42, and PSTATSS3. These variables are set based on sampling information and
responses provided in the Re-enumeration section of the CAPI questionnaire.

Through the Re-enumeration section of the CAPI questionnaire, each member of a RU

LIS

was classified as “Key” or “Non-Key”, “inscope” or “out-of-scope”, and “eligible” or
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“ineligible” for MEPS data collection. To be included in the set of persons used in the
derivation of MEPS person-level estimates, a person had to be a member of the civilian
noninstitutionalized population for at least one day during 2004. Because a person's
eligibility for the survey might have changed since the NHIS interview, a sampling re-
enumeration of household membership was conducted at the start of each round’s
interview. Only persons who were “inscope” sometime during the year, were “Key”, and
responded for the full period in which they were inscope were assigned positive person-
level weights and thus are to be used in the derivation of person-level national estimates
from the MEPS.

Note: If analysts want to subset to infants born during 2004, then newborns should be
identified using AGE04X = 0 rather than PSTATSxy = 51.

Inscope

A person was considered as inscope during a round if he or she was a member of the U.S.
civilian, noninstitutionalized population at some time during that round. The round-
specific variables INSCOP31, INSCOP42, and INSCOPS53 indicate a person’s inscope
status for Rounds 3/1, 4/2, and 5/3. INSCOP04 indicates a person’s inscope status for the
portion of Round 5/3 that covers 2004. The values of these variables taken in conjunction
allow one to determine inscope status over time (for example, becoming inscope in the
middle of a round, as would be the case for newborns). The INSCOPE variable indicates
whether a person was ever inscope during the calendar year 2004. INSCOP31,
INSCOP42, INSCOP53, and INSCOP04 will contain the following values and
corresponding labels (for INSCOPO04, “reference period” in the description below is the
portion of Round 5/3 in 2004):

Value | Definition

0 Incorrectly listed, or on NHIS roster but out-of-scope prior to January 1,
2004

1 Person is inscope for the whole reference period

2 Person is inscope at the start of the RU reference period, but not at the

end of the RU reference period

3 Person is not inscope at the start of RU reference period, but is inscope at
the end of the RU reference period. (For example, the person is inscope
from the date the person joined the RU or the person was in the military
in the previous round, but is no longer in the military in the current round)

4 Person is inscope during the reference period, but neither at the reference
start date nor on the reference end date. (For example, person leaves an
institution, goes into community, and then dies)
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Value | Definition

5 Person is out-of-scope for all of the reference period during which he or
she is in an RU member. (For example, the person is in the military)

6 Person is out-of-scope for the entire reference period and is not a member
of the RU during this time period and was inscope and an RU member in
an earlier round.

7 Person is not in an RU, joined in a later round (or joined the RU after
December 31, 2004 for INSCOP04)

8 RU Non-response and Key persons who left an RU with no tracing info
and so a new RU was not formed

9 Person is non-Key or full-time in the military, not a member of an RU
during this time period, and was an RU member in an earlier round

Keyness

The term “Keyness” is related to an individual’s chance of being included in MEPS. A
person is Key if that person is linked for sampling purposes to the set of NHIS sampled
households designated for inclusion in MEPS. Specifically, a Key person was a member
of an NHIS household at the time of the NHIS interview or became a member of such a
household after being out-of-scope at the time of the NHIS (examples of the latter
situation include newborns and persons returning from military service, an institution, or
living outside the United States).

A non-Key person is one whose chance of selection for the NHIS (and MEPS) was
associated with a household eligible but not sampled for the NHIS and who later became
a member of a MEPS Reporting Unit. MEPS data (e.g., utilization and income) were
collected for the period of time a non-Key person was part of the sampled unit to provide
information for family-level analyses. However, non-Key persons who leave a sample
household unaccompanied by a Key, inscope member were not followed for subsequent
interviews. Non-Key individuals do not receive sample person-level weights and thus do
not contribute to person-level national estimates.

The variable KEYNESS indicates a person’s Keyness status. This variable is not round
specific. Instead, it is set at the time the person enters MEPS, and the person’s Keyness
status never changes. Once a person is determined to be Key, that person will always be
Key.

It should be pointed out that a person might be Key even though not part of the civilian,
noninstitutionalized portion of the U.S. population. For example, a person in the military
may have been living with his or her civilian spouse and children in a household sampled
for NHIS. The person in the military would be considered a Key person for MEPS;
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however, such a person would not be eligible to receive a person-level sample weight if
he or she was never inscope during 2004.

Eligibility

The eligibility of a person for MEPS pertains to whether or not data were to be collected
for that person. All of the Key inscope persons of a sampled RU were eligible for data
collection. The only non-Key persons eligible for data collection were those who
happened to be living in an RU with at least one Key, inscope person. Their eligibility
continued only for the time that they were living with at least one such person. The only
out-of-scope persons eligible for data collection were those who were living with Key
inscope persons, again only for the time they were living with such a person. Only
military persons can meet this description (for example, a person on full-time active duty
military, living with a spouse who is Key).

A person may be classified as eligible for an entire round or for some part of a round. For
persons who are eligible for only part of a round (for example, persons may have been
institutionalized during a round), data were collected for the period of time for which that
person was classified as eligible. The round-specific variables ELGRND31, ELGRNDA42,
ELGRNDS53 and the end-of-year status variable ELGRNDO04 indicate a person’s
eligibility status for Rounds 3/1, 4/2 and 5/3 and as of December 31, 2004.

Person Disposition Status

The round-specific variables PSTATS31, PSTATS42, and PSTATS53 indicate a person’s
response and eligibility status for each round of interviewing. The PSTATSxy variables
indicate the reasons for either continuing or terminating data collection for each person in
the MEPS. Using this variable, one could identify persons who moved during the
reference period, died, were born, institutionalized or who were in the military. Analysts
should note that PSTATSS53 provides a summary for all of Round 5/3, including
transitions that occurred after 2004.

The following codes specify the value labels for the PSTATSxy variables.

Value | Definition

-1 The person was not fielded during the round or the RU was non-response

0 Incorrectly listed in RU at NHIS - applies to MEPS Round 1 only

11 Person in original RU , not full-time active military duty

12 Person in original RU, full-time active military duty, out-of-scope for whole
reference period

C-15 MEPS HC-089



Value

Definition

13 Full-time student living away from home, but associated with sampled RU

14 The person is full-time active military duty during round, is inscope for part
of the reference period and is in the RU at the end of the reference period

21 The person remains in a health care institution for the whole round - Rounds
4/2 and 5/3 only

22 The person leaves an institution (health care or non-health care) and rejoins
the community - Rounds 4/2 and 5/3 only

24 The person dies in a health care institution during the round (former RU
member) - Rounds 4/2 and 5/3 only

31 Person from original RU, dies during reference period

32 Went to health care institution during reference period

33 Went to non-healthcare institution during reference period

34 Moved from original RU, outside U.S. (not as student)

35 Moved from original RU, to a military facility while on full-time active
military duty

36 Went to institution (type unknown) during reference period

41 Moved from the original RU, to new RU within U.S. (new RUs include RUs
originally classified as “Student RU” but which converted to “New RU”)

42 The person joins RU and is not full-time military during round

43 The person's disposition as to why the person is not in the RU is unknown
or the person moves and it is unknown whether the person moved inside or
outside the U.S.

44 The person leaves an RU and joins an existing RU and is not both in the
military and coded as inscope during the round

51 Newborn in reference period

61 Died prior to reference period (not eligible)-Round 1 only

62 Institutionalized prior to reference period (not eligible)-Round 1 only

63 Moved outside U.S., prior to reference period (not eligible)-Round 1 only

64 Full-time military, living on a military facility, moved prior to reference
period (not eligible)-Round 1 only

71 Student under 24 living away at school in grades 1-12 (Non-Key)
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Value | Definition

72 Person is dropped from the RU roster as ineligible: the person is a non-Key
student living away or the person is not related to reference person or the
RU is the person's residence only during the school year

73 Not Key and not full-time military, moved without someone Key and
inscope (not eligible)

74 Moved as full-time military but not to a military facility and without
someone Key and inscope (not eligible this round)

81 Person moved from original RU, full-time student living away from home,
did not respond

2.6.2 Navigating the MEPS Data with Information on Person Disposition Status

Since the variables PSTATS31, PSTATS42, and PSTATSS53 indicate the reasons for
either continuing or terminating data collection for each person in MEPS, these variables
can be used to explain the beginning and ending dates for each individual’s reference
period of data collection, as well as which sections in the instrument each individual did
not receive. By using the information included in the following table, analysts will be
able to determine for each individual which sections of the MEPS questionnaire collected
data elements for that person.

Some individuals have a reference period that spans an entire round, while other
individuals may have data collected only for a portion of the round. When an individual’s
reference period does not coincide with the RU reference period, the individual’s start
date may be a later date, or the end date may be an earlier date, or both. In addition, some
individuals have reference period information coded as “Inapplicable” (e.g., for
individuals who were not actually in the household). The information in this table
indicates the beginning and ending dates of reference periods for persons with various
values of PSTATS31, PSTATS42, and PSTATS53. The actual dates for each individual
can be found in the following variables included on this file: BEGRFM31, BEGRFM42,
BEGRFMS53, BEGRFD31, BEGRFD42, BEGRFD53, BEGRFY31, BEGRFY42,
BEGRFYS53, ENDRFM31, ENDRFM42, ENDRFM53, ENDRFD31, ENDRFDA42,
ENDRFDS53, ENDRFY31, ENDRFY42, ENDRFYS53, ENDRFM04, ENDRFDO04, and
ENDRFY04.

The table below also describes the section or sections of the questionnaire that were NOT
asked for each value of PSTATS31, PSTATS42, and PSTATSS53. For example, the
condition enumeration (CE) and alternative/preventive care (AP) sections have questions
that are not asked for deceased persons. The closing section (CL) also contains some
questions or question rosters (see CLO6A, CL35 through CL37, CL48 through CL50,
CL54, CL58, and CL64) that exclude certain persons depending on whether the person
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died, became institutionalized, or otherwise left the RU; however, no one is considered to
have skipped the entire section. Some questions or sections (e.g., health status (HE),
employment (RJ, EM, EW)) are skipped if individuals are not within a certain age range.
Since the PSTATS variables do not address skip patterns based on age, analysts will need

to use the appropriate age variables.

The paper-and-pencil Self-Administered Questionnaire (SAQ) was designed to collect
information based on two age categories during Panel 9 Round 2 and Panel 8 Round 4.

A person was considered eligible to receive an SAQ if that person did not have a status of
deceased or institutionalized, did not move out of the U. S. or to a military facility, was
not a non-response at the time of the Round 2 or Round 4 interview date, and was 18
years of age or older. No RU members added in Round 3 or Round 5 were asked to
complete an SAQ questionnaire. Because PSTATS variables do not address skip patterns
based on age, this questionnaire was not included in the table below. Once again,
analysts will need to use the appropriate age variables which in this case would be
AGE42X. The documentation for this questionnaire appears in the SAQ section of this
document under “Health Status Variables.”

Please note that the end reference date shown below for PSTATSS53 reflects the Round
5/3 reference period rather than the portion of Round 5/3 that occurred during 2004.

PSTATS PSTATS Sections in the Begin Reference End
Value Description instrument which Date Reference Date
persons with this
PSTATS value do
NOT receive
-1 The person was not fielded ALL sections Inapplicable Inapplicable
during the round or the RU
was non-response
0 Incorrectly listed in RU at ALL sections after RE | Inapplicable Inapplicable
NHIS - Round 3/1 only
11 Person in original household, | -- PSTATS31: Interview date
not FT active military duty January 1, 2004
(Person is in the same RU as PSTATS42 and
the previous round) PSTATSS53:
Prior round
interview date
12 Person in original household, | -- PSTATS31: Interview date
FT active military duty, out- January 1, 2004
of-scope for whole reference PSTATS42 and
period. PSTATSS53:
Prior round
interview date
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PSTATS PSTATS Sections in the Begin Reference End
Value Description instrument which Date Reference Date
persons with this
PSTATS value do
NOT receive
13 FT student living away from | -- PSTATS31: Interview date
home, but associated with January 1, 2004
sampled household PSTATS42 and
PSTATSS53:
Prior round
interview date
14 The person is FT active -- PSTATS31: PSTATS31:
military duty during round January 1, 2004 Interview date
and is inscope for part of the PSTATS42 and PSTATS42 and
reference period and is in the PSTATSS53: PSTATSS53: If the
RU at the end of the Prior round person is living w/
reference period interview date someone Key and
inscope, then the
interview date. If not
living w/ someone
who is Key and
inscope, then the date
the person joined the
military
21 The person remains in a All sections after RE Inapplicable Inapplicable
health care institution for the
whole round - Rounds 4/2
and 5/3 only
22 The person leaves a health - Date rejoined the | Interview date
care institution and rejoins community
the community - Rounds 4/2
and 5/3 only
23 The person leaves a health Part of CE - Condition | Date rejoined the | Date of Death
care institution, goes into enumeration: Skip community
community and then dies - CE1 to-CES
Rounds 4/2 and 5/3 only HE - Health status
AC - Access to care
Part of AP -
Preventive care: Skip
API2 to AP22
24 The person dies in a health All sections after RE Inapplicable Inapplicable
care institution during the
round (former household
member) - Rounds 4/2 and
5/3 only
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PSTATS PSTATS Sections in the Begin Reference End
Value Description instrument which Date Reference Date
persons with this
PSTATS value do
NOT receive
31 Person from original Part of CE - Condition | PSTATS31: Date of Death
household, dies during enumeration: Skip January 1, 2004
reference period CEl to CE5 PSTATS42 and
HE - Health status PSTATSS53:
AC - Access to care Prior round
Part of AP - interview date
Preventive care: Skip
API2 to AP22
32 Went to healthcare Access to care (AC) PSTATS31: Date institutionalized
institution during reference January 1, 2004
period PSTATS42 and
PSTATSS53:
Prior round
interview date
33 Went to non-healthcare Access to care (AC) PSTATS31: Date institutionalized
institution during reference January 1, 2004
period PSTATS42 and
PSTATSS53:
Prior round
interview date
34 Moved from original - PSTATS31: Date left the RU
household, outside US January 1, 2004
PSTATS42 and
PSTATSS53:
Prior round
interview date
35 Moved from original -- PSTATS31: Date left the RU
household, to a military January 1, 2004
facility while on FT active PSTATS42 and
military duty PSTATS53:
Prior round
interview date
36 Went to institution (type Access to care (AC) PSTATS31: Date institutionalized
unknown) during reference January 1, 2004
period PSTATS42 and
PSTATSS53:

Prior round
interview date
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PSTATS PSTATS Sections in the Begin Reference End
Value Description instrument which Date Reference Date
persons with this
PSTATS value do
NOT receive
41 Moved from the original - PSTATS31: Interview date
household, to new household January 1, 2004
within US (new households PSTATS42 and
include RUs originally PSTATSS53:
classified as a student RU Prior round
but which converted to a interview date
new RU. These are
individuals in an RU that has
split from an RU since the
previous round)
42 The person joins household - The later date of Interview date
and is not full-time military January 1, 2004
during round and the date the
person joined the
RU
43 The person’s disposition as All sections after RE Inapplicable Inapplicable
to why the person is not in
the RU is unknown or the
person moves and it is
unknown whether the person
moved inside or outside the
U.S.
44 The person leaves an RU and | -- PSTATS31: Interview date
joins an existing RU and is January 1, 2004
not both in the military and PSTATS42 and
coded as inscope during the PSTATSS53:
round Prior round
interview date of
the RU the person
has joined. This
may not be the
interview date of
the RU that the
person came from
51 Newborn in reference period | Questions where age PSTATS31: Interview date

must be > 1

Health status (HE),
Disability days (DD)
Employment
(RI/EM/EW) will be
skipped)

January 1, 2004 if
born prior to
2004. The date of
birth if born in
2004.

PSTATS42 and
PSTATS53: The
later of the Prior
round interview
date and date of
birth
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PSTATS
Value

PSTATS
Description

Sections in the
instrument which
persons with this
PSTATS value do

NOT receive

Begin Reference
Date

End
Reference Date

61

Died prior to reference
period (not eligible)--Round
3/1 only

All sections after RE

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

62

Institutionalized prior to
reference period (not
eligible)--Round 3/1 only

All sections after RE

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

63

Moved outside U.S., prior to
reference period (not
eligible)--Round 3/1 only

All sections after RE

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

64

FT military, moved prior to
reference period (not
eligible)--Round 3/1 only

All sections after RE

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

71

Student under 24 living away
at school in grades 1 through
12 (Non-Key)

PSTATS31:
January 1, 2004
PSTATS42 and
PSTATS53:
Prior round
interview date

Interview date

72

Person is dropped from the
RU roster as ineligible: the
person is a Non-Key student
living away or the person is
not related to reference
person or the RU is the
person’s residence only
during the school year

All sections after RE

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

73

Not Key and not full-time
military, moved w/o
someone Key and inscope
(not eligible)

All sections after RE

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

74

Moved as full-time military
but not to a military facility
and w/o someone Key and
inscope (not eligible)

All sections after RE

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

81

Person moved from original
household, FT student living
away from home, did not
respond

No data were
collected

Inapplicable

Inapplicable

2.6.3 Demographic Variables (AGE31X-DADIP53X)

General Information
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Demographic variables provide information about the demographic characteristics of
each per